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years, and told him his idea; how he proposed to go to
the good friar, and try if he might meeken his heart.
The other good priest said he would, with good will, go
with him, to get grace, if he might. So they went, both
priests together, and prayed the good friar as entirely as
they could, that he would allow the said creature quietly
to come to his sermon, and suffer her patiently if she
happened to sob or cry as other good men had suffered
her before.
He answered shortly, that if she came into any church
where he should preach, and made any noise as she was
wont to do, he would speak sharply against her; he would
not suffer her to cry, in no wise.
Afterwards, a worshipful doctor of divinity, a White
Friar, a solemn clerk and elder doctor, and well approved,
who had known the said creature many years of her life,
and believed the grace that God wrought in her, took
with him a worthy man, a bachelor of law, a well grounded
man in scripture, and long exercised, who was confessor
to the said creature, and went to the said friar as the good
priests did before, and sent for wine to cheer him with,
praying him of his charity to favour the works of Our
Lord in the said creature, and grant her his benevolence
in supporting her, if she happened to cry or sob whilst
he was at his sermon.
These worthy clerks told him that it was a gift of God
and she could not have it, but when God would give it.
Nor might she withstand it when God sent it, and God
73b   would withdraw it when He willed; for that she had by
revelation, and that was unknown to the friar.
Then he, neither giving credence to the doctor's words
nor to the bachelor's, trusting much in the favour of the
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